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Asel Doolotkeldieva is a Senior Lecturer at 
the OSCE Academy in Bishkek. Her ongoing 
book project looks at protests and contentious 
politics in Eurasia. Her latest article examines 
the 'October uprising' in Kyrgyzstan 2020. 

Diana Kudaibergenova is a Cambridge-
based political sociologist. She studies different 
intersections of power relations through realms 
of political sociology dealing with concepts of 
state, nationalising regimes, and ideologies. 
Her most recent book, Toward Nationalizing 
Regimes. Conceptualizing Power and Identity in 
the Post-Soviet Realm, focuses on the rise of 
nationalising regimes in post-Soviet space after 

1991 with a prime focus on power struggles 
among the political and cultural elites in 
democratic and non-democratic states 
(Pittsburgh University Press, 2020). And her 
latest research and forthcoming manuscript 
builds on contentious politics and protest 
movements and regime power dynamics in 
Kazakhstan after the 2019 resignation of the 
country's long-term autocrat, Nursultan A. 
Nazarbayev (forthcoming).  

Edward Schatz is Professor of Political Science 
at the University of Toronto. He has written 
about the Kazakhstani events for the Monkey 
Cage Blog and is the author of Slow Anti-

Americanism: Symbolic Politics and Social 
Movements in Central Asia (Stanford University 
Press, 2021). 

Sam Greene is professor of Russian politics 
and Director of the Russia Institute at King's 
College London. Sam's research focuses on 
mobilization and the social pathways of power 
in authoritarian settings. He is author of 
Moscow in Movement: Power and Opposition in 
Putin's Russia (Stanford, 2014) and co-author 
with Graeme Robertson of Putin v the People: 
The Perilous Politics of a Divided Russia (Yale, 
2019).

In conversation with  

Gwendolyn Sasse (ZOiS/Humbolt) 

Regina Smyth (Indiana U) 

Joshua Tucker (NYU, Jordan Center) 

JANUARY 13, 2022 

10:30-12:00 EST / 15:30 - 17:00 GMT 

REGISTER HERE 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkdO-

upz4tE9WxAykLQkN_mey1HNvHjzl9  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the meeting. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkdO-upz4tE9WxAykLQkN_mey1HNvHjzl9
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkdO-upz4tE9WxAykLQkN_mey1HNvHjzl9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-77489-9_8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/07/kazakhstans-leaders-promised-middle-class-comfort-then-they-raised-prices/
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=32282
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=32282
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=32282
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ABOUT CAPRN:  Mass protests have become an increasingly 
important element of the political environments of Europe (Spain, 
Greece, Ukraine, Georgia, Serbia, Latvia, Moldova and Russia), the 
Middle East & North Africa (MENA) (Egypt, Syria and Israel), Latin 
America (Chile, Brazil, Venezuela and Nicaragua) and North 
America (Mexico, United States and Canada). Work on Mass 
Mobilization and Contention is rarely comparative across regions 
and thus, lacks coordination beyond major regional divides (within 
MENA, within Latin America and within Eastern Europe). This is 
significant as recent research has highlighted patterns, which may 
(or may not) be specific to the context of competitive authoritarian 
regimes more broadly and not to particular regions. These 
potential patterns require us to revisit: how we study moments of 
mass mobilization in competitive authoritarian contexts? And ask: 

▪ Are the mechanisms and processes explaining mass 
mobilization context specific? If so, what is specific to 
mass protest in competitive authoritarian contexts? 

▪ What are the new ground-breaking methods of studying 
what motivates and mobilizes ordinary citizens to join in 
protest event en masse? 

▪ What data do we/can we use in competitive authoritarian 
contexts and what are the methodological limitations of 
this data? 

▪ And finally: How has the study of mass mobilization in 
competitive authoritarian contexts changed empirical 
and theoretical expectations of how ordinary citizens 
come to join in mass protest? 

The Competitive Authoritarian Protest Research Network  (CAPRN) 
seeks to collectively investigate the above questions by bringing 
together leading scholars in the field in of both contentious 
politics. Initially based in in four institutions which have developed 
international acclaim for their study of protest in competitive 
authoritarian contexts: New York University (specifically on the use 
of big data/social media in mass protest, but also protest in Eastern 
Europe and the MENA region), Princeton University (specifically on 
new statistical and survey methods for the study of protest as well 
as comparative revolution in Eastern, MENA and Latin America), 
Harvard University (specifically on Latin American and Post-
Communist Protest and protest event analysis) and University of 
North Carolina – Chapel Hill (more broadly on comparative protest 
politics).  

Today CAPRN has over 180 members from over a dozen 
countries and spanning several continents. We especially seek to 
support early career scholars and graduate students who study 
contentious politics in comparative perspective or employ 
innovative research methods to do so. We organize roundtables, 
panels and workshops. Please sign up online if you would like to 
join the network. 

http://www.protestresearchnetwork.com

